
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



196 



ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



May 



May 8, 1919, Mr. Lansing wrote these significant words in 
his diary: "This war was fought by the United States to 
destroy forever the condition which produced it. These 
conditions have not been destroyed. They have been sup- 
planted by other conditions equally productive of hatred, 
jealousy, and suspicion." Mr. Lansing saw that the League 
was simply an alliance of five great military powers for the 
purpose of maintaining by force a condition created by force. 
It was a course built on "the shifting sands of self-interest." 
He saw Mr. Wilson surrendering his fourteen points when 
that lugubrious thing was happening. He saw international 
democracy give way before international autocracy. There 
is a no more ironical arraignment of the Paris fiasco than 
the six appendices appearing laconically at the end of the 
book without comment. Simply to read the titles of these 
revealing documents is to sense the tragedy that was 
Paris. They are: Appendix I. The President's original 
draft of the Covenant of the League of Nations, laid before 
the American Commission on January 10, 1919. II. League 
of Nations (plan of Lord Robert Cecil). III. The Covenant 
of the League of Nations in the Treaty of Versailles. 
IV. The Fourteen Points. V. Principles declared by Presi- 
dent Wilson in his address of February 11, 1918. VI. The 
articles of the Treaty of Versailles relating to Shangtung. 

Mr. Lansing has given the most authentic picture of the 
Peace Congress thus far in print. He advised President 
Wilson conscientiously and wisely. Whether or not Mr. 
Lansing should have resigned long before he did; whether 
or not he should have gone to Paris or remained there, are 
matters that do not interest us. That his advice was 
ignored, his grasp of international affairs left out of the 
count — these we now know were a part Of the political 
debacle of Versailles. 

Modern Democracies, By James Bryce. Macmillan Co., 
New York City. Two volumes. $10.50 a set. 

Freed from official responsibilities during the World War 
and finding relief from the ethical and spiritual strain of 
the strife by resort to creative scholarship, Mr. Bryce 
(dubbed Viscount) has been able to complete a comparative 
study of the workings of contemporary democracy. The 
book will have even wider circulation throughout the world 
than did his "American Commonwealth." Its scope is 
broader, but its readability is quite as unusual as was that 
of the earlier work. The same remarkable acquisitive 
power, based on an exceptionally acute inquisitive technique, 
is disclosed, personal observation and correspondence and 
interviews with informed "nationals" of the countries de- 
scribed giving him data supplementing that to be found in 
books. Using these facts, he generalizes like a veteran in 
co-ordination, and like a sage who in his own lifetime has 
seen nations come and go and "heroes" flit across the polit- 
ical stage and pass into oblivion. 

This is not the place to dwell at length on the main thesis 
of the book, but rather to call attention to certain obiter 
dicta as to humanity's attitude toward war in general and 
toward the World War in particular. Christianity's teach- 
ings as to war, he asserts, have never been practiced as yet 
by governments. War and the fear of war are the enemies 
of the small States, preservation of which in security and 
legitimate nationalism is so essential to civilization's ad- 
vance. Fusion of race stocks on a large scale and to an 
extent not now visualized may occur ; but even with "assimi- 
lation of language, ideas and habits, though it may extin- 
guish race enmities, need not make for peace, either in na- 
tions or between nations." Democracy as a form of society 
"has brought no nearer friendly feeling and the sense of 
human brotherhood. ... Freedom has not been a recon- 
ciler. Neither has it created good will and a sense of unity 
and civic fellowship within each of these peoples. . . . 
Liberty and equality have not been followed by fraternity." 
Even in the best democracies, vital decisions, including those 
of war and of peace, are usually determined by the few. 

Democracy's future depends upon man's future religion 
and upon the prospects of human progress in intellectual 
and ethical power ; and events since August, 1914, are not 
encouraging. Nothing in the race's history has equaled the 
futility of the ends achieved by the deaths of millions of 



men, women, and children ; for the "disasters to the victors 
are only less than those brought to the vanquished." The 
late war has made it clear that "human passions have been 
little softened and refined by the veneer of civilization that 
covers them; human intelligence has not increased, and 
shows no signs of increasing, in proportion to the growing 
magnitude and complexity of human affairs." 

Mr. Bryce strictly adheres to the r&le of a reporter and 
describer and does not venture into the field of prophecy, 
which is specially unfortunate, for it would be very illumi- 
nating to have this experienced historian and publicist indi- 
cate just what form the religion of tomorrow shouid take 
and just how man is to find adequate leadership in salvag- 
ing a world which "overweening military ambition, the - 
passion of nationality, and an outbreak of vengeful fanati- 
cism from small but fiery sections of the industrial popula- 
tion" — a woeful trinity — have brought to the verge of chaos. 
He is quite sure that such victory as man may win over him- 
self in the future must come through a democracy ; but it 
must be a more creative, positive type of rule of the many. 

For journalists and authors and other persons who shape 
public opinion through the printed page, some of the most 
sobering portions of this book will be those in which the 
power and responsibility of the press are discussed. Mr. 
Bryce is one of those critics who demand stricter social 
supervision of a too often irresponsible power, and he by no 
means sides with the traditional, individualistic, libertarian 
theory of Anglo-American journalism. 

The Mibrobs of Downing Street: Some Political Re- 
flections. By a Gentleman with a Duster. G. P. 
Putnam's Sons, New York and London. Pp. 171. 

Speculation as to the author of this candid, searching, 
and, on the whole, somber-toned series of indictments of 
thirteen contemporary British statesmen is rife; it may be 
A. G. Gardiner, who excels in this sort of portraiture; but 
rumor credits it to Harold G. Begbie. Whoever he is, he 
is of Puritan ancestry, is much out of sympathy with con- 
ditions in British society that make such leaders as he 
depicts possible, and he undoubtedly, also, is of the older 
Liberal type, and of a school that is passing, as latter-day 
Radicalism rises to grapple with the merged Tory- 
Liberal defenders of privilege, political and economic. 

The author's motive is purification of the national life; 
hence, if he gives pain by his criticism, he pleads justifica- 
tion in social welfare's primacy over individuals' ease in 
Zion and their self-complacency. He wants the Premier, 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the independent Cecils, 
Mr. Asquith, Lord Northcliffe, and Winston Churchill to 
see themselves in a dustless mirror, for he detects "signs 
of self-regarding public men in whom principle is crumbling 
and moral earnestness is beginning to molder." Con- 
temporary British political and commercial life seem to 
this critic to be too pragmatic. He would recall the leaders 
to John Morley's dictum, that "right and wrong are in the 
nature of things. They are not words and phrases. They 
are in the nature of things, and if you transgress the laws 
laid down, imposed by the nature of things, depend upon 
it you will pay the penalty." 

Unlike many books of this kind, didactic and polemic in 
their temper, this one has attributes of style and insights 
that are none the less true because intuitive and somewhat 
rhetorically expressed. American literature and politics 
alike suffer for lack of precisely this , sort of book. We 
are too thin-skinned to suffer public dissection of- our 
political idols. It is a pleasure to know that a firm of 
New York publishers next autumn will send forth a similar 
series of studies of our national leaders, so that tinsel may 
be separated from the gold and the pseudo from the real. 

Nationality and Its Problems. By Sidney Herbert. E. P. 
Dutton & Co. Pp. 170. 

In this comparatively brief study of the acute issue be- 
tween nationalism and internationalism that the war has 
demonstrated and post-war diplomacy even more clearly 
disclosed, this professor of the University of Wales has 
provided for the lay reader an excellent book, rid of legal- 
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ism and ' historic chronicle and full of suggestion for the 
ordinary civilian mind. It compasses within its pages the 
facts of evolving industrial democracy and economic unifi- 
cation of the world, all tending toward social uniformity 
and "the great society." Against this background are set 
up and studied older forms of nationalism. To the ques- 
tion, Has nationality a future ; and if it is to survive, what 
rQle will it play in social organization of the world? Pro- 
fessor Herbert declines a definite answer; but he inclines 
to believe that it will survive. Concerning its future form 
he is more certain of his convictions. Political nationalism, 
"under present conditions and in so far as it aims at the 
creation of a multitude of uni-national States, is impossible. 
It is also undesirable. . . . The conception of national- 
ity must be divorced from that of the State." It is when 
the author of this book comes to constructive suggestions 
that he is weakest. Not even the efforts in recently 
framed treaties to guard the rights of racial, religious, or 
linguistic minorities, and to make them matters of inter- 
national concern, wholly satisfy him; for he sees that the 
mere process of increasing the size of the socialized unit 
dedicated to humane ends does not solve the problem. A 
multi-national State guaranteeing liberty and equality to 
its constituent groups and receiving the sanction of a 
supreme interstate authority may err as well as go right. 
All depends, as with the smaller unit, on the virtue of those 
who control. Therefore he sums it up by saying, that "in 
the last resort nothing but good sense and just principles 
will save it [the multi-national State] from that broad and 
easy road which leads to destruction." 

The State and Government. By James Quayle Dealey. 
D. Appleton & Co., New York City. $3.00 net. 

This broadly outlined, clearly stated, and liberally con- 
ceived study in political science as it appears from the 
sociological point of view is to be credited to a Brown 
University professor. The comparative method is used 
and concrete instances illustrating general principles are 
cited, the same being drawn from a widely distributed 
group of nations. To the more technical part of his book, 
that dealing with the organization and functioning of the 
legislative, executive, and judicial arms of government, the 
author has added wise comments on the growth of law and 
its technique, the bases for citizenship, the rise of political 
parties, and the origins of policies of state, domestic and 
foreign. Written for the general reader and for advanced 
students in colleges and universities, it has readable quali- 
ties that a more ponderous and "documented" historical 
chronicle and scientific study might have lacked. Prepared 
for a specific group of intelligent but not "informed" read- 
ers, it hits the mark. 

Professor Dealey has much sympathy with the social- 
welfare theory of the modern State; and reactionaries 
cannot count on the book as suitable for their propaganda 
purposes. On issues of war and peace he is a practical 
idealist. He sees no Utopia at hand; would go "slow but 
sure"; and he cannot forget that "the State stands forth 
as fundamentally a war band charged with the duty of 
preserving group safety and of guaranteeing domestic peace 
by using threat and force, so as to render submissive 
recalcitrant subjects." Admitting all the evils that go with 
this fact, he nevertheless sees in the State a grouping that 
stands for "the preservation of the highest in human de- 
velopment," and an institution submission to which is the 
price men pay for liberty. 

The Swobd or the Cross. By Kiroy Page. The Christian 
Century Press, Chicago. Pp. 107. $1.20. 

This is a simply stated and unadorned argument for the 
thesis that if Jesus was a foe of war for whatsoever 
cause, defensive or offensive, and if he cannot be imagined 
as ever fighting physically to win victory for the right, 
therefore no loyal follower of his may or should put de- 
fense of self, or family, or nation above the duty of 
imitating Jesus. Not even protection or preservation of 
political liberty is justified as a plea for war. The author 
is not specific in his constructive suggestions as to how a 
"Christian substitute for war" is to be found or what form 



it will take. He leaves that to God and to "Necessity, the 
mother of invention." The descriptive sections of the book, 
making vivid the terrors of war, are based on the author's 
experiences during many months of sojourn in Europe, and 
the book is dedicated "to an intimate friend, who for 
Christ's sake served a term in the Federal prison at 
Leavenworth." It issues from a press that is circulating 
vital literature dealing with contemporary ethical prob- 
lems, and the book represents a stirring among the younger 
Christian leaders of the country. 

The Crisis in Russia. By Arthur Ransome. B. W. 
Huebsch, Inc., New York City. Pp. 201. $1.60. 

From the beginning of the Bussian Revolution, Arthur 
Ransome has had unusual facilities for getting at the lead- 
ers of the communistic regime and finding out what their 
aims are, nominally if not actually. He has not always 
been persona grata with British and other officials, and no 
doubt he has to be discounted somewhat as a partisan 
onlooker and propagandist. Nevertheless, this book, like 
his earlier ones, is worth perusing, even though under some 
suspicion as to its clarity of vision. 

In the first place, the Russia that he has just seen anew, 
in. his opinion, is so absorbingly concerned with problems 
of food and raiment that its interest in communism or cap- 
italism as a triumphant doctrine is not as keen as it used 
to be\ The dominant issue now is not one of politics or 
political science or the territorial limitations of the realm, 
but one of saving life, collective and personal. 

Russian trades unionism he finds to be radically different 
from the type found in other lands, and in fact so much a 
part of the existing government is it that the unions are 
disintegrating because lacking in that discipline which in 
most countries is gained by being in opposition. Beset 
with disputes within their ranks arising from breakdown 
of the policy of "Workers Control," realizing the necessity 
of using bourgeois specialists to make production possible, 
and faced with the likelihood of industrial conscription, the 
trades unionists now are a disillusioned faction. 

It is interesting to find this English investigator report- 
ing Rykoff, the President of the Supreme Council of Public 
Economy, as forecasting a time when there will be a Su- 
preme Economic Council dealing with Europe as a single 
economic whole, in which belief he has the support of some 
of the ablest financiers, economists, and statesmen of 
Europe and of America. Meantime Russia plans, according 
to Rykoff, to make herself as self-sufficing as possible; and 
he is confident that, as other nations of Europe pass 
through the revolution against capitalism which Russia 
has undergone, they will find it necessary to join with her 
in the coming economic super-state. With the advent of 
this new international organism, economic and not political 
in its essence, political parties will pass away. Rykoff 
thinks he can detect in present Russia signs of this death 
of partyism. Ransome cannot agree with him. 

Across America with the King of the Belgians. By 
Pierre Goemaere. E. P. Dutton & Co., New York City. 
Pp. 149. 

This is not an official account of the tour of King Albert 
and his charming wife to and about the United States, 
though it is written by a member of his suite; but it will 
ever be a valuable because transparently honest account of 
the reaction of an impressionable European to scenes and 
experiences that haunt him with their splendor, as he says 
in his preface ; and it will be none the less valuable because 
incidentally it also reveals the characters of the Belgian 
monarch and his queen and the adoration they inspire in 
Belgian youth. Of course, it has the inevitable incorrect 
generalizations from insufficient data which all tourists dis- 
close who rush into print. It will delight Boston Brahmins 
to read that the city is the "intellectual and aristocratic" 
center of America ; but>readers west of the Hudson will 
shrug their shoulders as they read. Strange to say, the 
author, in describing Harvard's method of conferring the 
degree of Doctor of Laws on King Albert, says nothing of 



